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We live in an age of watchmen. Hurricane warnings. Tornado warnings. Wild fire 

warnings. Pandemic warnings. Terrorist warnings. Product recall warnings. Medication 

warnings. Some have told us we only have a few years before we have irreversibly 

destroyed the planet. We live so often in fear of what could happen next. Yet, there are 

other threats we need to consider, of a more spiritual nature, that deserve a watchman’s 

trumpet call. 

 

Listen to Ezekiel 33:1-9, 1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, speak to 

your people and say to them: ‘When I bring the sword against a land, and the people of 

the land choose one of their men and make him their watchman, 3 and he sees the 

sword coming against the land and blows the trumpet to warn the people, 4 then if 

anyone hears the trumpet but does not heed the warning and the sword comes and 

takes their life, their blood will be on their own head. 5 Since they heard the sound of 

the trumpet but did not heed the warning, their blood will be on their own head. If they 

had heeded the warning, they would have saved themselves. 6 But if the watchman 

sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet to warn the people and the 

sword comes and takes someone’s life, that person’s life will be taken because of their 

sin, but I will hold the watchman accountable for their blood.’ 7 “Son of man, I have 

made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them 

warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked person, you will surely die,’ 

and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that wicked person will die 

for their sin, and I will hold you accountable for their blood. 9 But if you do warn the 

wicked person to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for their sin, 

though you yourself will be saved. 

 

Warnings are issued often in the New Testament: 

 

• Acts 20:25-31-Paul warns the Ephesian elders 

o 25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 

preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to 

you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For I have not 

hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over 

yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his 

own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among 

you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will 



arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So 

be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning 

each of you night and day with tears. 

• Col.2:8-Paul warns about destructive philosophies 

o 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive 

philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual 

forces of this world rather than on Christ. 

• 1 Thess.5:1-3-Paul warns about the second coming of Christ 

o 1 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to 

write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” 

destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant 

woman, and they will not escape. 

• Luke 16:19-31-Warning his brothers 

o 27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 

for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come 

to this place of torment.’ 29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 

Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30 “ ‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but 

if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 “He said to 

him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 

convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”ing his brothers 

 

• Gal.5:19-21-Warnings about the works of the flesh 

o 19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 

debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of 

rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, 

orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 

will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

But before I get into some specific warnings for our day, I want to talk about what we 

must keep in mind if we decide to be a watchman on the wall, warning others of the 

dangers they face. 

 

• We are all subject to being warned because we are all in danger 

o The watchman on the wall was facing the same enemy the city was 

facing. 

o Gal.6:1-5 

▪ 1 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live 

by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch 

yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s 

burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone 

thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive 

themselves. 4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they 



can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves 

to someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load. 

• We are all subject to being deceived.  

o The reason we need a watchman is because the enemy is deceptive and 

does not announce when he is coming 

o Eph.4:14 

▪ 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 

waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by 

the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 

• We all are in need of truth to protect us from the dangers 

o We must hold onto the truth that there is truth and that truth matters 

o John 17:17 

▪ 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 

• Once the walls are breached by the enemy it is hard to recover 

o The watchman tries to sound the warning soon enough for the city to be 

defended. If he is late it may be too late. 

o Rev.3:1-6 (Sardis) 

▪ 1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words 

of him who holds the seven spiritsof God and the seven stars. I 

know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are 

dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I 

have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God. 3 

Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold it 

fast, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, 

and you will not know at what time I will come to you. 4 Yet you 

have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They 

will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one 

who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot 

out the name of that person from the book of life, but will 

acknowledge that name before my Father and his angels. 6 

Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. 

 

The Believer's Danger, Safety, And Duty 

Simon, beware! the Saviour said, 

Satan, your subtle foe, 

Already has his measures laid 

Your soul to overthrow. 

 

He wants to sift you all, as wheat, 

And thinks his vict'ry sure; 

But I his malice will defeat, 

My prayer shall faith secure. 



 

Believers, tremble and rejoice, 

Your help and danger view; 

This warning has to you a voice, 

This promise speaks to you. 

 

Satan beholds, with jealous eye, 

Your privilege and joy; 

He's always watchful, always nigh, 

To tear and to destroy. 

 

But Jesus lives to intercede, 

That faith may still prevail, 

He will support in time of need, 

And Satan's arts shall fail. 

 

Yet, let us not the warning slight, 

But watchful still be found; 

Though faith cannot be slain in fight, 

It may receive a wound. 

 

While Satan watches, dare we sleep? 

We must our guard maintain; 

But, Lord, do thou the city keep, 

Or else we watch in vain. 

 

John Newton 


